Hello,

You’re receiving this mailing because you, like us, own property on one of the three state highways here in Buffalo County.  So you, like us, are going to feel the tremendous impact of truck-traffic generated by a number of industrial-volume “frac sand” mines that are going to open up in the next 6 to 18 months.

As you can see from the little picture on the outside of this mailing, trucks from these mines are going to funnel on to the roads that run in front of our doors.  A LOT of trucks.  How many?  Nobody knows, because the industrial frac sand miners are working to get their permits right now, they’ll start operating in a few months.  

But its safe to say that the number will be in the hundreds per day, since EACH approved mine is looking to put at least 95 truck-loads (190 trips) a day on those roads.  Depending on how far “downstream” you are, you could see the combined trucks from multiple mines. 

We want to shine some light on this, get our County officials to take our concerns into consideration, and change the rules so that new applicants for these mining sites will have to structure their applications as the industrial operations they are.

There ARE things you can do, it’s not too late.  There ARE solutions to this, if we work together as a community to find them.

Yes, we think the miners need to be included in this conversation; they’re our neighbors after all.  And we agree that people can do what they want on their own land.  But when a rush into industrial mining impacts the rest of us, we need to be heard as well.   

What will happen to the value of OUR property when we have hundreds of heavy sand trucks rolling by 24x7, seven days a week? What’s going to happen to the deer-hunting that so many of us enjoy when our roads are filled with trucks 52 weeks a year?  What are our towns, villages, school children and businesses going to face with trucks running by every few minutes?  Recent applications HAVE ALREADY BEEN APPROVED with that schedule.  

We hope you will take a moment to read the rest of the material in this letter.  And that you will act.  Showing up at the meetings this week (if this letter gets to you in time) would help a lot.  But simply phoning your representatives and asking some questions would send a clear signal that there’s more work to be done.  

Thanks,

Marcie and Mikey O’Connor


What can I do?

Call the County Board member for your township.  

· Tell them you SUPPORT changing the zoning ordinance to extend the Board of Adjustments review timeline from 30 to 180 days

· Tell them you’re concerned about traffic

· Ask them to figure out how many trucks pass your location

· Ask them to rezone these mines to “industrial”

· Ask them to stop granting new applications until there’s a plan

Elden Schlesser 
(Nelson)



715-673-4097

Allen Carothers 
(Maxville, Canton, Mondovi)
715-672-3107

Tom Taylor 
(Naples, Mondovi-1)

715-926-3364

Corey Lewis 
(Mondovi-1)


715-926-4281

Ronald Helwig 
(Mondovi-2)


715-926-3383

David Eddy 
(Mondovi-3)


715-926-4974

John Bauer 
(Modena, Alma)


715-673-4937

Steve Weiss 
(Dover, Gilmanton)

715-946-3637

Larry Balk 
(Alma)



608-685-3296

Del D. Twidt 
(Waumandee, Lincoln)

608-687-8549

Fay Passow 
(Belvidere, Cochrane)

608-248-3658

John Kriesel 
(Buffalo City)


608-248-2455

Lee Wieland 
(Glencoe, Montana)

608-323-3089

David Ernst
 (Milton, Cross)


608-687-3339

John Schlesselman (Fountain City)


608-687-8730

Claire Waters 
(Buffalo)


608-687-8419







 Attend the the Board of Adjustments meeting this Thursday morning (Feb. 2nd, 9am, 3rd Floor Board Room, County Courthouse).  
· They’re reviewing the Kendall Klevgard mine – S788, Highway 88
· And the R & J Rolling Acres mine – S983, Highway 88
· Ask them what the haul route, number of trips and hours of operation will be
· Ask that trucks not be routed over the very-dangerous Praag Valley dugway on Highway 88
· If you can’t make the meeting, call the members of the Board of Adjustment, ask these questions, and ask them not to approve the mines until there’s a plan
George Salwey


608-323-3891

Gary Steiner


715-946-3241

Joe Wantoch


608-687-6062

Chris Weisenbeck


715-672-4802

Go to the web site at www.FracSandFrisbee.com and:

Learn more – there is a lot more information than we can put in this letter

Join the conversation – there’s a email list you can sign up for 

Spread the word – download this letter to share with others

Why do you call these “industrial” mines?  Aren’t these just like the gravel and sand mines that we’ve had for years?

These mines are much higher-volume operations.  They produce 100 trucks a day of sand, all year round – “normal” mines only get used part of the year and don’t generate anywhere near the truck traffic.  Some of these proposed mines also include processing plants on the scale of a grain elevator or a cement plant.  

They are also big businesses.  Landowners will be taking in about $500,000 a year for their sand (assuming a low-end price of $1/ton – we’ve heard of prices as high as $3/ton).  And at the processing plants that number is on the order of $25 million a year (assuming a net price of $50/ton – more about this arithmetic on www.FracSandFrisbee.com).

That’s why we think they should be moved from the “agricultural” part of the zoning law, to the “industrial” part.

Who are you and why do you care?

Marcie is a naturalist who is restoring our 420 acre farm on 88 back to the habitat that was here before it was homesteaded.  She’s given several talks at Wings Over Alma, so some of you may remember her from there.  More about that at her blog – www.APrairieHaven.com . 

Mikey is a retired entrepreneur who has started and sold several Internet businesses.  He is now working on the stability and security of the Internet as a volunteer at ICANN.  More about Mikey at www.Haven2.com .  

We’re really worried that the huge increase in truck traffic will change the very nature of this area.  We love the natural beauty, the quiet, our friends and the community of this place.  We’re concerned that all of those things will disappear as the county changes from “God’s country” to “mining country.”

I like (or hate) what you’re saying.  How can I reach you?

Regular mail and email are the best way to reach us.  Our regular mail address is on this flyer, our email address is oconnors@haven2.com .  We’re also in the phone book here, but we often go for days before we see that there’s a message.  If you really want to call, call Mikey’s cell phone number – 651-647-6109.  That one’s on all the time.

By the way, if you hate what we’re saying, that’s fine.  We’d still love to talk to you.  We’re convinced there’s a way to figure this out if we can talk it through.  Very hopeful folks, that’s us.  
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Industrial frac sand mining is coming to Buffalo County, and the trucks that carry that sand will be concentrated on these roads.  LOTS of trucks. Please take a moment to read a bit more about this and learn what you can do to help.  Thanks!








